The Third Arab-Israeli War
the Arabs, hostile towards Israel, and thus be able to c\ert more
influence over the Arabs; but this docs not mean that she can
prevent the Arabs from taking action on their own, let alone
dictating to them.14* Similarly, American support may be essen-
tial to Israel's survival, but the United States cannot prevent
Israel from acting in any way she likes. And so long as the United
States has a special sponsor relationship with Israel,, and the
Soviet Union has a special sponsor role towards some of the Arab
states, continued conflict between Israel and the Arab states poses
the possibility of the superpowers becoming involved in it.1*9
Despite the common interest of both the superpowers in avoiding
such an eventuality, tactical considerations and mutual suspicion
have led them to line up with their respective "proteges"*, and
to engage with each other in a "contest by proxy" which has tend-
ed to draw them further apart than they needed to be.
But in their own interest, the superpowers must strive to re-
move the Middle East as an arena in which they compete politi-
cally and seek, instead, to bring about a settlement of the out-
standing issues between the Arabs and the Israelis since they have
a vital stake in not allowing hostile relations between the two an-
tagonists to continue indefinitely lest another round of fighting
should drag them into it. In this connection it may be mentioned
that Israel and the UAR agreed to a ceasefire on 8 August
view of the stalemating "balance of terror'1 which has prevented
the superpowers from using all of their influence for fear of one another,
the Arab states have not considered it necessary to join any bloc to win
favors.
I4* The provocations for a new conflict are not lacking and it is possi-
ble for the Arabs and the Israelis to stumble into another war. Whh
Israel likely to have her nuclear weapons soon, there would be a height-
ened risk this time that they might be introduced into the conflict, though
possibly, only in the last resort This gloomy prospect underscores the
urgency of a negotiated settlement. Boston. Evening Globe, 8 February
1970, p. 4L
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